
Michelle Obama’s March trip 
to Cambodia to launch the 
Let Girls Learn initiative 

(www.whitehouse.gov/letgirlslearn) 
underscores the work still to be 
done so that Cambodian girls can 
have an equal opportunity for 
education. (It also inspired the new 
title of our newsletter!) More girls 
are entering and staying in primary 
school than in the past, but their 
chances of making it through 
secondary school, and then 
university, remain limited. A 2012 
UNDP study showed that 20.6% 
of Cambodian males had at least a 
secondary education, compared to 
11% of Cambodian females.

CASF has been hard at work this 
year to ensure an education for 

Up Front
the students we serve in three 
provinces of Cambodia and in 
Phnom Penh. A generous grant 
from the Arthur B. Schultz 
Foundation allowed us to expand 
the program, adding twenty high 
school and six university students 
to CASF for the 2015-2016 school 
year. We are broadening our 
English Language teaching, both in 
the provinces and in Phnom Penh, 
through a collaboration with the 
Peace Corps.

After fourteen years in Cambodia, 
we have developed a network of 
over sixty-five university graduates, 
who continue to help each other 
out.  This year, they formed 
an alumni association, with a 
Facebook page where they can 
post news and job announcements.
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A group of our university students 
recently received training by the 
career counseling department of 
the Royal University of Phnom 
Penh and are delivering workshops 
to our high school students in the 
provinces, to make sure they choose 
a course of study and a career 
that will align with the changing 
economic needs of Cambodia.

We thank you for your ongoing 
support as we explore new 
partnerships and opportunities 
for our students, who inspire us 
with their intelligence and tenacity, 
as they navigate their way to a 
hopeful future. 

Akun!

Julianna Nielsen
Executive Director

Students at an elementary school in Kampong Cham province


The Cambodian Arts & 
Scholarship Foundation is 
committed to improving 
the lives of Cambodian girls 
through education. CASF 
focuses on poor, at-risk 
girls who, for a number of 
reasons, are denied equal 
access to schooling. CASF 
works closely with local 
communities to identify 
potential students; provides 
the financial, emotional and 
medical support necessary 
for them to attend school; 
and sustains this support  
for as long as the child  
wants to learn.



Prum Sokserey

Sokserey is in Grade 10 in Kandal 
province, where she is #1 in her 
class of 40. She loves math, and 
wants to be a math teacher. She is 
currently taking classes in Khmer, 
Math, English, Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, History, Geography, and 
Astronomy. Sokserey spends a total 
of nine hours a day in class, and 
still helps her parents in the rice 
fields.

Meet Two CASF Students

CASF 1st Annual Donor Appreciation Event

At our first annual appreciation 
event, Founder Fred Lipp 
presented Shawna Ohm with 
the Lotus Award, created by 
longtime Board member Sam 
Van Dam, for her dedication 
and hard work as one of the 
original CASF Board members.

The event that evening was 
filled with stories...

Not only did we honor Shawna 
Ohm, but Shawna’s mother 
told her saga of losing and 
regaining her daughter during 
the Khmer Rouge regime.

Several of our university 
students told their personal 
history via Skype. Donors were 
awed, inspired, and moved 
to laughter and tears by the 
strength of these wonderful 
young women.

Senator Angus King spoke via 
video to all of us, thanking 
CASF for the work we do to 
“Let Girls Learn.”

Yon Raksa

Raksa is a 3rd year student at 
Royal University of Phnom Penh, 
studying history. She wants to 
be a history teacher, and recently 
researched and presented to the 
other CASF students on the history 
of the temples of Angkor. She has 
served as a volunteer at Children 
for Change Cambodia. 

Fred Lipp and Shawna Ohm Shawna Ohm and Sam Van Dam



CASF graduates Sey Chhenghong, Phorn Sokheim and Noun Sokheng.   
All three graduated from the Royal University of Law and Economics.

From the Field

I
n January I spent three weeks 
in Cambodia volunteering 
for CASF.  It was a great 
opportunity to experience 

what I had only read about. 
The highlight for me was the 
time I spent with the girls in 
the villages and with the young 
women attending university in 
Phnom Penh. CASF girls and 
young women are a dynamic  
group—bright, hard-working 
and enthusiastic—and motivated 
to get an education against all 
odds. Their stories of hardship 
were moving, as was their 
gratitude for the opportunity  
that CASF has afforded them by 
providing financial support.

During our field trips to the 
countryside, I learned about the 
odds the girls have faced growing 
up in rural villages where most 
children drop out of school before 
they reach high school. In one 
village with over 150 students 
in primary school, only 6 boys 
and 1 girl attend high school. We 
saw many new homes, signaling 
the economic development that 

Cambodia is experiencing. But the 
irony is that the new homes are 
often made possible by families 
pulling their children out of school 
to work in the factories in Phnom 
Penh and beyond. Although some 
parents understand the economic 

advantage of having a child 
complete their education and get 
a good job, deferring that gain for 
10 years or more when immediate 
cash could mean more food and 
better living conditions is a hard 
trade off.

During the trip, staff, board 
members and I met with a wide 
variety of people in organizations 
ranging from non-profits to 
universities, to look at how CASF 
can improve career planning for 
its high school students and the 
extracurricular training offered 
to the university students in the 
dorm. I am very excited about 
these initiatives which will 
help assure that CASF students 
graduate from university and find 
professional jobs that match their 
skills and interests.

        Kari Sides Suva
        Member, Board of Advisors

CASF University students (clockwise from left: So Sopheap, Kol Panha, Ros Ravy, Yon 
Raksa, Ven Sophorn) on a boat trip on the Mekong River.

Our work is almost entirely funded by individual donors. To make a 
donation, please visit our website at www.cambodianscholarship.org 
and click on Make a Donation. 

CASF also participates in Amazon Smile. For every purchase that you 
make, Amazon donates a portion of the purchase price to CASF.  Find out 
more and select CASF as your charity of choice at smile.amazon.com.
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In the U.S., CASF is a 501©3 non-
profit organization. In Cambodia, 
CASF operates under the umbrella 
of local NGO Open Book, a 
volunteer library and reading room 
dedicated to promoting the pleasure 
of reading.
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